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creation of human embryos for research pur-
poses, and I have directed that NIH not allo-
cate any resources for such research. In order
to ensure that advice on complex bioethical
issues that affect our society can continue to
be developed, we are planning to move for-
ward with the establishment of a National
Bioethics Advisory Commission over the next
year.

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
December 3, 1994

Good morning. December and the holiday
season it ushers in is a wonderful time of
year. The pace slows and moods brighten as
the holiday spirit lifts us up and brings us
closer together. We have a chance to visit
with family and friends, to celebrate, to remi-
nisce, to think about the year ahead as well
as the year we’ve just finished. We have the
chance to reflect on our accomplishments as
individuals and as a nation.

In the last 2 years, our administration has
made a good start. We’ve worked hard to
downsize the Government and reduce the
deficit and to create jobs and opportunities
and to help middle class Americans take ad-
vantage of both. Unemployment is at a 4-
year low. We’re having the most rapid eco-
nomic growth in 7 years. Things are moving
in the right direction. But despite this
progress, we know Americans have a lot of
problems that we still have to work on up
here in Washington, including stagnant in-
comes and crime and other difficult social
challenges.

But I think all of us know that nothing
we can do will truly restore the American
dream unless individual Americans exercise
more personal responsibility for their own
lives. That’s why we must continue our work
here to reform welfare and to help educate
more Americans with better education and
training to face the challenges of a global
economy in the future. The most important
thing any of us can do is to take that personal
responsibility for our communities, our fami-
lies, and ourselves.

During the holiday season it’s particularly
important for all of us to take responsibility
to keep our highways safe. Some 18,000 peo-
ple will die this year in alcohol-related auto
crashes, about one every 30 minutes. Well
over a million people will be injured, one
person every 26 seconds. These terrible inci-
dents happen so frequently and are so perva-
sive that more than 40 percent of all Ameri-
cans will be involved in an alcohol-related
crash at some time in their lives. Because
of the determined work of private organiza-
tions, like Mothers Against Drunk Driving,
the number of alcohol-related traffic deaths
has dropped about 30 percent in the last 10
years, but it’s very clear that we’ve got a long,
long way to go.

Nothing is as terrible as collisions that
occur when an adult under the influence gets
behind the steering wheel with a child in the
car. For any adult to recklessly endanger the
life of a child in this way is beyond disgrace-
ful; it’s an atrocity. The crime bill I signed
in September makes it clear that we won’t
tolerate this kind of behavior. It puts tough,
new penalties on the books for people who
drive drunk with children in the car and
makes it easier for States to prosecute any-
body who drives under the influence of drugs
or alcohol.

But no matter how many laws we put on
the books, no matter how many hours dedi-
cated volunteers put into public education
campaigns, these terrible deaths will only be
prevented if each and every one of us takes
the responsibility to do something about it
ourselves. The sad truth is these crashes are
caused by people who know better but drink
and drive anyway, hurting themselves and
often hurting others. And don’t fool yourself,
if you let a friend drive while under the influ-
ence of drugs or alcohol, you’re their accom-
plice as much as if you were behind the
wheel yourself.

Preventing these disasters is simple. Stay
away from drugs completely. They’re illegal,
and they’re dangerous, and they’re liable to
kill you in or out of a car. If you’re going
to drink, be responsible. Do it in moderation
and choose a designated driver who doesn’t
drink at all. And if you see a friend about
to get behind the wheel when you know it
isn’t a good idea, take the keys away. It may
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not be easy at the moment, but it will be
the greatest favor you may ever do for him
or her.

Right after this radio address, I’m going
to sign an order making this National Drunk
and Drugged Driving Prevention Month.
December is a good month for that, not only
because of the increased celebrating that
goes with the holiday season but because the
holiday season helps to bring out the best
in all of us. It makes us think a little more
about each other. It reminds us of the obliga-
tions we all share to improve our commu-
nities, to keep them safe and sound for our
children and our grandchildren.

In that spirit, the best gift you can give
anyone this year is a simple promise to your-
self: If you’re going to drink, don’t get behind
the wheel; if you see a friend about to, don’t
let him. Make it a New Year’s resolution.
Start to observe it today, and keep it for the
rest of your life.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House.

Proclamation 6760—National Drunk
and Drugged Driving Prevention
Month, 1994
December 3, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
All across the Nation, Americans are com-

ing together in an ever-expanding chorus of
voices demanding an end to drunk and
drugged driving. Too many family members
and friends have already been lost. In recent
years numerous grassroots organizations have
arisen throughout the land and dedicated
themselves to ending this national tragedy.
In big cities and small towns across the coun-
try, students, parents, and concerned citizens
recognize that education and prevention are
the keys to saving lives. Naming a designated
driver is an idea embraced by millions of
Americans, and many schools now include
drunk driving awareness programs as part of
their curricula.

Despite the tremendous efforts of both the
private and public sectors, drunk and
drugged driving remains America’s number
one danger on the highways. We must redou-
ble our efforts to teach all Americans that
alcohol and drugs—used alone or in com-
bination—cause loss of control and loss of
judgment, and that under these cir-
cumstances it is irresponsible and dangerous
to attempt to drive.

Countless caring people across the country
have taken on the daunting challenge of
changing the way Americans think about al-
cohol, drugs, and driving. They have moved
forward with an energy born of a deep per-
sonal commitment to serving the common
good. Thanks in great part to their devotion
and hard work, parents can feel a little safer
and a little more secure about their children’s
future. This month, I ask each citizen to work
actively to make our roads and highways
safer—for the good of our children and for
our Nation.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim December 1994
as ‘‘National Drunk and Drugged Driving
Prevention Month.’’ I ask all Americans to
reaffirm that being drunk or drugged is unac-
ceptable and to intervene by stopping anyone
impaired by drugs or alcohol from getting
behind the wheel. I call upon public officials
at all levels, as well as interested citizens and
groups, to observe this month with appro-
priate ceremonies, programs, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this third day of December, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-four, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and nineteenth.

William Jefferson Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
2:57 p.m., December 5, 1994]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on December 7.
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